X64         THE LIFE OF THE SWAMI VIVEKANANDA.
he can take birth wherever he pleases. Humanly speaking, where could he have possibly got the expenses of bringing out this gigantic work if he were not born in the West where there are learning and wealth in abundance? Have you not heard that the East India Company made a grant of Rupees 900,000 to publish this Rig-Veda? Still that did not suffice. Numerous Vedic Pandits of our country were employed on monthly stipends on this task. Has anyone in this country ever seen in this age such an immense expenditure of money for the sake of promoting learning and knowledge? Max Muller himself has written in his preface, that for twenty-five years he wrote manuscripts only, audit took him twenty years further to print them ! To devote forty-five years of one's life to make such a difficult book of an obsolete language ready for the public, is not the work of an ordinary man. Is it for nothing that I call him Sayana ?"
The study being resumed, Swamiji went on   fully supporting Sayana's view, that Creation has come out in and through the Veda.    In a long   discourse   he elucidated this   abstruse and apparently absurd statement, with wonderful   insight and profound philosophical reasoning carrying  conviction, by laying stress and dilating on the  point that by Veda   was meant the aggregate of infinite truths and eternal ideas, the   mass of subtle essences in seed form, as it were, of all gross manifestations.    He then described, by   the analogy of the  successive stages of merging in  the Nirvikalpa Samadhi  and   those of return from it into  the plane of external   consciousness, the process of involution and evolution of the Universe,  with such acute  nicety of details as to   convince   one that   he had had himself the personal experience of that superconscious state. He showed the rationality of the Vedic   teaching that  at the time oiPralaya or involution,   as itrfjs in Samaclhi,  the whole universe  resolves  itself into   sound or  Word, the  sound into supersensuous  Om,  and  even   Om  into   the   eternal    AW*, where there is no perception of Duality and only    Brahman remains.   Then at the time of  Creation, or rather   projection of the universe, the return march   begins  in a reverse   order